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Just as with his remarkable military novels, millions of readers have been captured by the rich

characters and vivid realism of Griffin's police dramas. Now, in Final Justice, Detective Matt Payne

-- newly promoted to Sergeant and assigned to Homicide -- finds himself in the middle of three

major assignments. The first, a fatal shooting at a fast-food restaurant, seems simple, but rapidly

becomes complicated. The second begins complicated and only gets more so, as Payne becomes

involved with a local guru who has fled the country, leaving behind the mutilated body of his

girlfriend in a trunk. And, as if that weren't enough, the self-absorbed star of a series of improbable

movies comes into town -- and it is his presence that will complicate Payne's life most of all. Filled

with color and detail and plots as real as the headlines, this is a riveting novel of the men and

women who put their lives on the line, from the cop on the beat to the commissioner himself.
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I had been waiting eagerly for an eighth book in the "Badge of Honor" series for a few years now. I'd

figured Griffin would continue the series by skipping ahead a few months and picking up the action

somewhere in the mid-1970s, where the seventh book left off.What I wasn't expecting was a book

that's written with the main characters being the same ages as they were before, but the book's

action taking place in the present. Griffin has skipped ahead through nearly 30 years of time but

clearly states several times throughout the book that only a few months (possibly up to six) have

passed since the action of the seventh book ended.This means that characters now are constantly



using cell phones, which are common nowadays but were nonexistent when the series left off in

book 7 -- and which they never used in the books up to and including the seventh. It means

characters drive cars and trucks that are mentioned by explicit make and model and that exist only

now, but were unheard of (even undreamed of) in the 1970s (think SUVs).I also found jarring the

fact that many key players from previous books are absent, without explicit explanations for the

changes. For example, Jerry Carlucci, the mayor of Philadelphia through the first seven books, is

gone. He's mentioned once or twice, but he's no longer the mayor. I remember a brief mention that

indicated he may have been elected to the US Senate, but in the previous books he was always

concerned with RE-ELECTION, not with election to an entirely different level of

government.Similarly, the police commissioner is gone (a bit more easily explained, as that's a

political appointment and the commissioner serves at the mayor's pleasure); the district attorney is

gone; and a few other characters suffer similar fates.

Like most people, I prefer books about areas in which I have personal experience, but my lack of

experience with Police work does not prevent me from enjoying this excellent book, Final Justice, in

this great Badge of Honor series. The author again shows us that there are as many heroes in the

police department as there are in the military. Final Justice again highlights the skills of newly

minted Detective Sergeant Matt Payne, using him as one of many examples of the intelligence and

dedication of the members of the police department. The author always talks about the good and

bad of every organization, revealing the humanity and the problems of someone who is dedicated to

public service. Mr. Griffin writes about people he knows, and he tells you marvelous inside stories

about what happens behind the scenes. This is another great story with dedication as its base. This

author knows people and he knows how to make them come alive. He does it so well that many of

my friends forget that his books are fiction, so they expect every fact in the books to be completely

accurate.I like fiction that teaches me something, at the same time I get a great story. A friend of

mine calls this 'faction'. I get this from Mr. Griffin's books, directly and indirectly. I love his books

because Mr. Griffin is a great, natural storyteller, and he forces me to research what is real and what

is not. I have purchased 100-200 non-fiction books to check out his characters. His stories always

point out how many heroes we really have in America. For me, some of his books are five plus, and

some are five, but they are never less than that.You will enjoy this book at least as much as all of

the author's other books, because it is a great story about the good guys versus the bad guys.
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